Editorial
Hexagon Series on Human and Environmental Security and Peace (HESP)
This book series includes monographs and edited volumes that cross scientific disciplines
and develop common ground among scientists from the natural and social sciences, as well
as from North and South, addressing common challenges and risks for humankind in the
21st century.
The “hexagon” represents six key factors contributing to global environmental change –
three nature-induced or supply factors: soil, water and air (atmosphere and climate), and
three human-induced or demand factors: population (growth), urbanisation (dwelling,
pollution) and agriculture (food). Throughout the history of the earth and of homo sapiens these six factors have interacted. The supply factors have created the preconditions for
life while human behaviour and economic consumption patterns have also contributed to
its challenges (increase in extreme weather events) and fatal outcomes for human beings
and society. The series will cover the complex interactions among these six factors and
their often fatal outcomes (hazards/disasters, internal displacement and migrations, crises
and conflicts), as well as crucial social science concepts relevant for their analysis.
Further issues related to three basic areas of research: approaches and schools of environment, security, and peace, especially in the environmental security realm and from a human
security perspective, will be addressed. The goal of the Hexagon series is to contribute to a
fourth phase of research on environmental security from a normative peace research and/
or human security perspective. In this series, we welcome books by natural and social scientists, as well as by multidisciplinary teams of authors. The material should address issues
of global change (including climate change, desertification, deforestation), and its impacts
on humankind (natural hazards and disasters), on environmentally-induced migration, on
crises and conflicts, as well as for cooperative strategies to cope with these challenges in
the framework of international organisations and regimes.
From a human-centred perspective, this book series offers a platform for scientific communities dealing with global environmental and climate change, disaster reduction, environmental security, peace and conflict research, as well as for the humanitarian aid and the
policy community in national governments and international organisations.
The series editor welcomes original manuscripts as proposals. If they are considered of
relevance, these proposals will be peer-reviewed by specialists in the field from the natural
and the social sciences. Inclusion in this series will also require a positive decision by the
publisher’s international editorial conference. Prior to publication, the manuscripts will be
assessed by the series editor and external peer reviewers.
Mosbach, Germany, April 2003
Hans Günter Brauch,
Free University of Berlin and
AFES-PRESS

