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1. Rethinking of Security:
Definitions & Conceptual Quartet

Term and Concept
Term: Security (lat.: securus & se cura; fr.: sécurite, sp.: seguridad)

Security was introduced by Cicero & Lucretius referring to a philosophical
& psychological status of mind.

Political concept for ‘Pax Romana’.
Social science concept, security is ambiguous & elastic in its meaning.

Political concept: Tool to legitimate public funding for an accepted purpose:
safety, protection. Political acceptability (support) gaining and regaining power.

Classical definition

Arnold Wolfers (1962), US of Swiss origin, realist pointed to two sides
of the security concept:

“Security, in an objective sense, measures the absence of threats to
acquired values, in a subjective sense, the absence of fear that such
values will be attacked”.

Objective: Absence of interest of policy-makers
Subjective: Absence of interest of social scientists
Intersubjective: for contructivists: security is what actors make of it.



1.1. Reasons for
Reconceptualizing Security?

Political context: Cold War and since 1990

9 November 1989: unification of Germany & Europe: triggered integration

11 September 2001: vulnerability of US to terrorism USA: triggered revi-
val of Cold War mindset, military build-up, and constraints on civil liberty:
impact of laws on homeland security

Latin America: Third wave of democratisation, economic crisis?

Did the contextual change of 1989 or the impact of 11 Sep-
tember trigger a global “reconceptualisation” of security?

Political science context: realism=>»constructivism
Kuhn: Scientific revolutions lead to paradigm shifts. No scientific revolut.

Ideas matter: emergence of constructivist approaches, security is socially
constructed (speech acts), constructivism shift, but no scientific revolution.

Risk Society & reflexive modernity: (international) risk society (Beck)

Threats matter: evolution of the new worldview of the neo-conservatives
in the US & impact on realist thinking in International Relations.



Concept

Dimensions

Referent

Threat (from)

Challenge

Vulnerability

Risk

1.2. Political contextual change

Cold War and since 1990

Cold War (1947-89)

Post Cold War (1990-)

Wide (EU, OECD world)

Narrow: nhon-OECD world
Since 11.9. 2001 in USA

+ economic, societal,

+ global env. change

individual to global

USA: WMD, terrorism

EU: wider spectrum,
climate change

5 dimensions of sec.




1.3. Conceptual Quartet:
Security Concepts in relation with
peace, environment & development

Pillars and linkage concepts within the quartet

IR research programs

Conceptual Quartet

Conceptual Linkages

Peace Research
=Security Studies

=Environment Studies

4 conceptual pillars
= |: Securitydilemma
= |I:Survival dilemma
= lll: Sust. develspm.
= IV: Sustain. pea
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Ill: Sustainable development

*Policy use of concepts &
Theoretical debates on

six dyadic linkages

-L1: Peace & security

‘L 2: Peace & development
L 3: Peace & environment
‘L 4: Developm. & security
L 5: Devel. & environment
L 6: Security & environm.

[six chapters reviewing &
assessing the debates]




2. Worldview and Security Perception:
English School: Hobbes, Grotius and Kant

Perceptions of security threats, challenges, vulnerabilities,
risks depend on worldwews & mlnd set of policy- maker

Hobbes (1588-1679) Grotius (1583-1645) Kant (1724-1804)
Security perceptions depend on worldviews or traditions

% Hobbessian pessimist: power is the key category (narrow concept)
% Grotian pragmatist: cooperation is vital (wide security concept)

% Kantian optimist: international law and human rights are crucial



2.1. Widening of Security Concepts:

Towards Environmental Security

4 trends in reconceptualisation of security since 1990:
Widening (dimensions, sectors), Deepening (levels, actors)
Sectorialisation (energy,food,health), Shrinking (WMD, terrorists)

Dimensions & Levels of a Wide Security Concept

Economic ERViren=s Societal
J

Security dimension= U R 511

Level of interaction

Human individual = Food/health Food/health

& water sec. & water sec.

National

Global/Planetary =




2.2. Environmental & Human Security

Expanded Concepts of Security (Mgaller, Oswald)

Label

Reference object

Value at risk

Source(s) of threat

Societal security

Societal groups

Nation. identity

Nations, migrants

Human security: Referent: individuals and humankind. [Human Security Network]

< Values at risk: survival of human beings and their quality of life.

<+ Major source of threat: nature (global environmental change), globalisation, nation state

with its ability to cope with this dual challenge.
; Value at risk is

Environmental Security: Referent:

< Major challenges: global environmental change & humankind,

< Focus: Interactions between ecosystem & humankind, impact of global environmental
change on environmental degradation, of increasing demand on environmental scarcity &
environmental stress. [No Environment Security Network of States, & IGOs & NGOs]



2.3. ldeal type worldviews on security
and standpoints on environment

: Morgenthau, Waltz . — (optimist)
Star:ldeInts on. essimist realist Cooperatlon o Intel‘naﬁonal IaW
| JE [ 2 DEACE
20IME - George W. Il 1
Rese X Bush-Administr.?
Reforme aters IV V UN system
P Ao SUIVE most EU states
' (my position)
0 Dpic VI VI IX Wilsonian
: NOgieatl IMye George W. Bush- | Bill J. Clinton liberal optimism

-t ' Administration ? | Administration ?







































































































