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Abstract 
This panel emerged from an ISA sponsored workshop in San Francisco, a 
workshop in Mexico (2012) and a winter school at Chulalongkorn 
University in Bangkok (2013) and resulted in a Sustainability Transition 
and Sustainable Peace Handbook (2016). The six papers aim at 
“Enhancing Dialogue between Environmental and Peace Studies” by 
focusing on linkages between the research program on “Sustainability 
Transition” and a normative goal of a “Sustainable Peace”. The first 
paper addresses “Contextual Changes in Earth History: From the 
Holocene to the Anthropocene” discussing their “Implications for the 
Goal of Sustainable Development and for Strategies of Sustainable 
Transition” , while the second discuses “Sustainable-engendered peace 
in the Anthropocene” and the third examines “The emerging dialogue 
between environmental and peace studies”. The last papers by two 
physicists suggest moving “From cascading risks to sustainable peace: 
The viability of transformations in the Anthropocene” and offer a critical 
survey on “Complexity of social systems and sustainability theory and 
policy”. The discussants are conceptual bridge builders between 
environmental and peace studies contributing to the environmental 
security debate and to the climate change security discourse. 
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1. Program of the Panel 

Chair: Peace Research and European Security Studies (AFES-PRESS) 
• Simon Dalby, Balsillie School of International Affairs, Wilfrid Laurier University:  

Contextual Changes in Earth History: From the Holocene to the Anthropocene: 
Implications for the Goal of Sustainable Development and for Strategies of 
Sustainable Transition  

• Ursula Oswald Spring, UNAM/CRIM (Mexico) <uoswald@gmail.com>: Sustainable 
Development with Engendered Sustainable Peace: A Challenge in the 
Anthropocene 

• Carolyn Stephenson, University of Hawaii (USA) <cstephen@hawaii.edu>: 
Emerging Dialogue between Environmental and Peace Studies: Paradigm and Praxis 
Shifts: Transitions to Sustainable Environmental and Sustainable Peace Praxis 

• Jürgen Scheffran, Hamburg University (Germany) <juergen.scheffran@uni-ham-
burg.de>: From cascading risks to sustainable peace: The viability of 
transformations in the Anthropocene 

• Czeslaw Mesjasz, Economic University Cracow, Cracow, Poland <>: Complexity of 
social systems and sustainability theory and policy: A critical survey 

Discussant:  
• Nils Petter Gleditsch, PRIO, Oslo und NTNU, Trondheim, Norway 
• Richard Mathews, UC in Irvine, USA   
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2. Context: Scientific Dialogue Project 

• First Sustainability Transition and Sustainable 
Peace Workshop of Centre for Regional 
Multidisciplinary Research at the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (CRIM–
UNAM) and AFES-PRESS in Yautepec, 
Morelos, Mexico, on 10–13 September 2012  

• A second catalytic workshop took place with 
the financial support of the International 
Studies Association (ISA) on 2 April 2013 in 
San Francisco. Its theme was “Sustainability 
Transition and Sustainable Peace: Policy 
Initiatives of Governments and International 
Organizations”.  

• Winter School, the Political Science 
Department and Social Research Institute 
(CUSRI) of Chulalongkorn University in 
Bangkok, Thailand. This took place on 9–13 
December 2013. 

• Invitation: Since November 2013 
• Peer Review Process: Since April 2014. 
• Publication: September 2016 
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3. Authors & Structure of the Book 
Authors: 

• 4 coeditors 

• 43 chapters:  

• Introduction/con
clusions: 3 
coeditors 

• 41 peer-
reviewed book 
chapters 

• 60 authors from 
18 countries in 5 
continents 

• 60% males and 
40% female 

 

Structure of the Book 
I. Moving towards sustainability transition;  
II. Aiming at sustainable peace  
III. Meeting challenges of the 21st century: demographic 

imbalances, temperature rise and the climate-conflict 
nexus  

IV. Initiating research on global environmental change, limits 
to growth,  decoupling of growth and resource needs  

V. Developing theoretical approaches on sustainability and 
transitions  

VI. Analysing national debates on sustainability in North 
America  

VII. Preparing transitions towards a sustainable economy and 
society, production and consumption and urbanization  

VIII.Examining sustainability transitions in the water, food and 
health sectors from Latin American and European 
perspectives  

IX. Preparing sustainability transitions in the energy sector  
X. Relying on transnational, international, regional and 

national governance for strategies and policies towards 
sustainability transition  
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4. Goal: Conceptual Bridgebuilding:  
Environmental & Peace Studies 

• Two separate Social Science Programs 
 Peace Studies: since 1950s: In response to realist and 

neorealist approaches durng the Cold War 
 Environmental Studies: In response to ecological movements 

(1960s) & national (1970s) and international environment 
policies & regimes (1990s) 

• Bridgebuilding Efforts on Peace & Ecology 
 Kenneth Boulding (Carolyn Stephenson) 
 Environmental Peacemaking (Conca/Dabelko) 
 Peace Ecology:  

 Oswald Spring/Brauch/Tidball (2014) 
Amster (2015) 

• This Book: Sustainability Transition (process, goal) & 
Sustainable Peace (normative goal) 
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5. American School of Sustainability Transition 
• 1976: Tellus Institute, Boston was pio-

neer of sustainability transition research 
• Speth (1992): first major conceptualiza-

tion of ‘sustainability transition’,  
• 1999: NRC published the Report on: Our 

Common Journey: A Transition toward 
Sustainability 

• Bush Administration: Env. Record 
• Kates, Robert W., 2001: “Sustainability 

Transition: Human–Environment 
Relationship”, in: Smelser, N. J.; Baltes, 
Paul B. (Eds.): International Encyclopedia 
of the Social and Behavioral Sciences 
(New York: Pergamon): 15325–15329. 

• 2014: Tellus Institute: Great Transition 
Initiative (GTI)  

 Hardly any policy impact! 
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6. Dutch School of Sustainability Transition  

• Dutch Knowledge Network on 
Systems Innovation and Transition 
(KSI) (2005–2010). 

• Grin/Rotmans/Schot: Transitions to 
Sustainable Development (2010) 

• Frank Geels (2002) 
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7. Impacts of the Dutch Reseach Initiative 

• Amsterdam Conference (1999) 

• Sustainability Transitions Research 
Network (STRN): 
– 2009: Amsterdam 

– 2011: Lund 

– 2012: Conference 

– 2013: Zürich 

– 2014: Utrecht 

– 2015: Brighton 

– 2016: Wuppertal: Exploring Transition 
Research as Transformative Science 

• German Advisory Council on Global 
Change: Social Contract f. Sustain. 

– Impact on EU Research Funding 

– Policy Debate  in EU countries 
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8. IPCC 
AR5(2014) 
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9. Two Strategies: Impacts of Alternative 
Mindsets/Strategies for Peace & Security 

• Business-as-Usual (BAU) & Hobbesian Mindset 

 4 physical effects. Temper, precipiation, sea-level, hazards 

 Social effects:  

 Resource scarcity: water, soil, food, fossil energies 

 Migration 

 Crises and conflicts: climate change conflicts & wars 

Tipping Points in the Climate System (Lenton et al. 2006) 

• Alternative Mindset/Worldview/Strategy/Policies 

– Reduction of fossil energy demand & probability of 
fossile energy conflicts, e.g. in the Middle East 

– Avoiding climate change conflicts & wars 
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10. Sustainability Transition & Sustainable Peace 
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